
Sigma Delta Pi Triennial Convention

July 12, 2010, 3:15pm-6:00pm

Presidente InterContinental Guadalajara in Guadalajara,México
In conjunction with the AATSP Meeting

At 3:15pm, Mark P. Del Mastro, Executive Secretary-Treasurer, welcomed the 20+ attendees.  On behalf of Pamela Peek (absent), Chair of the 2010 National Elections Committee, Del Mastro announced the newly-elected regional Vice-Presidents: Marie-Lise Gazarian, St. John's University (Northeast); Maria Rippon, Furman University (Southeast); Lucy F. Lee, Truman State University (Southwest); Benjamin Smith, Minnesota State University Moorhead (Midwest); Doreen O’Connor-Gómez, Whittier College (West).  Secretary Del Mastro congratulated Germán D. Carrillo of Marquette University for being re-elected National President for the 2007-10 triennium, his fifth term; Del Mastro also thanked outgoing Vice-Presidents Antonio Fernández-Vázquez of Virginia Tech University (Southeast) and Dale J. Pratt of Brigham Young University (West), for their outstanding contributions to the Society.  


President Carrillo announced that Mark P. Del Mastro of the College of Charleston had been re-appointed by the Executive Committee to serve as Executive Secretary-Treasurer for the next triennium (2010-13).  Dr. Carrillo also announced that the Executive Committee had approved the change of Del Mastro’s title from Executive Secretary-Treasurer to Executive Director, an amendment to the national by-laws that would be presented for a national vote of all active chapters later in July 2010.

Dr. Carrillo also congratulated Lucy F. Lee of Truman State University for her re-appointment as Member-at-Large of the Executive Committee for 2010-13.

Professor Carrillo invoked a moment of silence for Dr. Richard Chandler, late President Emeritus, Honorary President and President, and James Castañeda, late Honorary President, to recognize their contributions to Sigma Delta Pi.  Dr. Chandler died on December 11, 2008 at 92 years of age; Dr. Castañeda on November 1, 2008 at 75.  


Dr. Del Mastro mentioned the approval and adoption in August 2, 2008 of Sigma Delta Pi’s first-ever Policy Manual, a document that outlines procedures for many of the national operations of the Society, its officers as well as specific guidelines for the local oversight of chapters.

Dr. Carrillo recalled the adoption in the fall of 2007 of the newest version of the initiation Ritual.


Del Mastro remarked on the success of the inaugural Chapter Project Grant Program in 2009 and announced that the program will continue yearly.  He also announced the awardees of the 2010 competition: Randolph Macon College and Wartburg College.


Del Mastro also noted that the Graduate Research Grant Program was founded in 2008 and is currently in its third consecutive year providing select graduate student members of Sigma Delta Pi generous financial support for their worthy research projects in Hispanic Studies.


Carrillo reminded all present of Sigma Delta Pi’s national agreement with the North American Academy of the Spanish Language (ANLE) that reinforces future collaboration and advocacy of the two organizations' missions. As part of this agreement, and beginning in August 2010, ANLE will provide Sigma Delta Pi with 10 copies annually—for an initial period of three years—of its book on Gabriela Mistral for the purpose of distributing one copy to each winner of Sigma Delta Pi's Gabriela Mistral Award. An Oversight Committee comprising Sigma Delta Pi's National President and Executive Secretary-Treasurer along with two members of the ANLE will be charged with identifying other areas, activities and projects of mutual interest. Sigma Delta Pi extends a special thanks to Dr. Gerardo Piña-Rosales, Director of the ANLE, for his indispensable role in finalizing this important accord.

Professor Carrillo thanked Dr. Charles Moore of Gardner-Webb University and the 2010 scholarship judges for their work with this year’s successful scholarship program that allowed 30 active members of Sigma Delta Pi to study abroad in Spain and Latin America this year.  Carrillo also expressed Sigma Delta Pi’s appreciation to Mr. Javier Espinosa of the Universidad Internacional, Mr. Juan Manuel Sampere of Estudio Internacional Sampere and Dr. Diego del Corral of the Academia Latinoamericana de Español for their generous collaboration with the Society’s scholarship program.  Carrillo also expressed Sigma Delta Pi’s appreciation to the two newest partners in the Undergraduate Summer Scholarship Program: the Universidad de las Americas Puebla (UDLAP) in Mexico and the Universidad de Alcalá de Henares (UAH) in Spain. The UDLAP provided one undergraduate scholarship in Mexico for six weeks: May 14-June 24, 2010; the UAH offered five undergraduate scholarships for study during a semester (spring or fall of 2010-11 academic year) or the summer (June or July 2010).

President Carrillo announced the Executive Committee’s intention to continue the same scholarship offerings in 2011 as in 2010.


Del Mastro reported on Sigma Delta Pi’s launching of its new national webpage design in February 2010; he also reminded attendees of Sigma Delta Pi’s Facebook page and Twitter account and encouraged all chapters and members to sign up accordingly.


Del Mastro also observed that the national History Project—intended to recover lost periods of national archives—continues through the end of 2010, and he encouraged chapters to share relative information accordingly.

Professor Carrillo then read the list of chapters installed during the previous triennium (2007-2010):

	Chapter #
	Chapter Name
	Institution
	Date Installed

	546
	Chi Tau
	Canisius College
	October 13, 2007

	547
	Chi Upsilon
	Ramapo College of New Jersey
	May 2, 2007

	548
	Chi Phi
	St. Ambrose University
	April 8, 2008

	549
	Chi Chi
	Roger Williams University
	March 28, 2008

	550
	Chi Psi
	Hawaii Pacific University
	April 5, 2008

	551
	Chi Omega
	Olivet Nazarene University
	April 24, 2008

	552
	Psi Alpha
	Clark Atlanta University
	May 5, 2008

	553
	Psi Beta
	Campbell University
	October 1, 2008

	554
	Psi Gamma
	Dallas Baptist University
	September 19, 2008

	555
	Psi Delta
	U. of Arkansas-Fort Smith
	December 2, 2008

	556
	Psi Epsilon
	California State U. San Marcos
	December 5, 2008

	557
	Psi Zeta
	Southwestern Oklahoma State U.
	December 4, 2008

	558
	Psi Eta
	Presbyterian College
	February 18, 2009

	559
	Psi Theta
	Lincoln University of Missouri
	April 10, 2009

	560
	Psi Iota
	North Greenville University
	April 15, 2009

	561
	Psi Kappa
	Pomona College
	April 29, 2009

	562
	Psi Lambda
	Shepherd University
	May 6, 2009

	563
	Psi Mu
	Aurora University
	April 15, 2009

	564
	Psi Nu
	Coppin State University
	April 23, 2009

	565
	Psi Xi
	Creighton University
	April 28, 2009

	566
	Psi Omicron
	Arkansas Tech University*
	September 16, 2009

	567
	Psi Pi
	North Central College
	October 14, 2009

	568
	Psi Rho
	Purdue University Calumet
	April 23, 2010

	569
	Psi Sigma
	Northwestern Oklahoma State U.
	January 22, 2010

	570
	Psi Tau
	Methodist University
	April 18, 2010

	571
	Psi Upsilon
	Reinhardt College
	fall 2010?

	572
	Psi Phi
	Christopher Newport University
	April 20, 2010

	573
	Psi Chi
	University of Houston-Downtown
	May 4, 2010

	574
	Psi Psi
	Westminster College
	April 23, 2010

	575
	Psi Omega
	Nebraska Wesleyan University
	April 28, 2010

	576
	Omega Alpha
	Weber State University
	May 5, 2010

	577
	Omega Beta
	Fairleigh Dickinson University
	May 14, 2010

	
	
	
	

	
	
	*Not yet installed
	


He also announced the chapters reactivated during the past triennium:

	Chapter #
	Chapter Name
	Institution
	Date Reactivation Approved

	101
	Delta Epsilon
	DePaul University
	April 15, 2008

	493
	Upsilon Xi
	Tarleton State University
	April 10, 2008

	213
	Theta Phi
	Southern Arkansas U.-Magnolia
	April 9, 2008

	262
	Kappa Chi
	Baruch College/CUNY
	October 16, 2008

	263
	Kappa Psi
	Georgia College & State University
	October 17, 2008

	147
	Zeta Gamma
	University of Utah
	November 3, 2008

	35
	Pi Psi
	Virginia Commonwealth University
	January 17, 2009

	354
	Xi Sigma
	East Central University
	April 4, 2009

	258
	Kappa Sigma
	Albertus Magnus College
	April 7, 2009

	284
	Lambda Upsilon
	Southern Nazarene University
	November 18, 2009

	116
	Delta Upsilon
	Butler University
	February 22, 2010

	132
	Epsilon Mu
	Western Kentucky University
	February 23, 2010

	304
	Mu Pi
	George Mason University
	April 29, 2010



President Carrillo announced the following Honor Chapters for the 2009-10 academic year:
Furman University 
Rho Kappa, Maria R. Rippon 

Marquette University
Gamma Gamma, Germán Carrillo 

Montclair State University
Delta Chi, Valentín Soto 

Pepperdine University
Omicron Alpha, Lila Carlsen 

St. John's University 
Epsilon Kappa, Marie-Lise Gazarian 

Texas A&M University
Lambda Tau, Alain Lawo-Sukam 

Texas A&M University-Kingsville
Gamma Lambda, Marco O. Íñiguez 

Texas Tech University
Alpha Phi, Comfort Pratt 

The Citadel
Tau Iota, Mark P. Del Mastro and Sara Fernández Medina 

Truman State University
Rho Rho, Lucy F. Lee 

University of Northern Colorado
Pi Zeta, Efraín E. Garza 

Virginia Tech University
Lambda Psi, Antonio A. Fernández-Vázquez


Dr. Carrillo also recognized Montclair State University as the 2010 recipient of the Premio Ignacio y Sophie Galbis, and he congratulated the following six chapters for earning the Premio Octavio Paz for maintaining Honor Chapter status for the complete 2007-10 triennium:
Marquette University
Gamma Gamma, Germán Carrillo 

Texas Tech University
Alpha Phi, Comfort Pratt 

The Citadel
Tau Iota, Mark P. Del Mastro and Sara Fernández Medina 

Truman State University
Rho Rho, Lucy F. Lee 

University of Northern Colorado
Pi Zeta, Efraín E. Garza 

Virginia Tech University
Lambda Psi, Antonio A. Fernández-Vázquez 


Secretary Del Mastro reported that the national endowment had grown 5.25% since the 2007 convention: from $939,635 to $988,981.  Although growth was modest compared to the 2004-07 triennium that enjoyed a 20% rate during that period, Del Mastro noted that in spite of the effects of the most severe economic crisis since the Great Depression, Sigma Delta Pi still managed to build its endowment from 2007-10.

Dr. Carrillo announced Lucy F. Lee of Truman State University as the recipient of the 2010 Minaya Álvar Fáñez Award for her exemplary initiative in encouraging and assisting with chapter activities.

Professor Carrillo presented the 2010 Premio José Martel--granted each triennium to the most outstanding Chapter Adviser of Sigma Delta Pi--to Professor Comfort Pratt of Texas Tech University.  Carrillo also inducted Dr. Pratt into the Orden de los Descubridores for her exemplary work as Chair of the Graduate Research Grant Judging Committee since the program’s inception in 2008.  

President Carrillo then installed the three newest Honorary Presidents of Sigma Delta Pi: Professors Susan Carvalho of the University of Kentucky, Domnita Dumitrescu of California State University-Los Angeles and Gerardo Piña-Rosales of Lehman College-CUNY.  Dr. Carrillo then presented plaques of recognition to Professors Dumitrescu and Piña-Rosales, who were in attendance.


Del Mastro and Carrillo answered questions from the audience.


President Carrillo and Executive Committee Member-at-Large Lucy F. Lee concluded the meeting by recognizing Del Mastro with a plaque for his 17 years of service as chapter adviser of the Tau Iota Chapter of Sigma Delta Pi at The Citadel.

At 4:00pm, Del Mastro invited all attendees to enjoy Sigma Delta Pi's reception of abundant entremeses and unlimited red wine and non-alcoholic refreshments.  

The reception concluded at approximately 6:00pm.


